
                 
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
2/17/17 

 
Have Fun Next Week With Family! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Anna Tsurkan- 6th Grade 
■  Linus Toernquist- 6th Grade  

★ The list of what to bring and what not to bring for the 7th Grade Outward Bound 
Camping Trip has been posted and a hard copy has been sent home with all 7th 
graders who are attending the trip.  Please contact Roy Baker with any 
questions.  Mr. Baker will be available via e-mail over the holiday break. 

 
Science 
7th Grade and 8th Grade: Scenario for our newest project:  The year is 2050, 
Earth's resources are depleted, and extinction of species is rampant.  Although some people are preparing 
for relocation to outer space settlements, there are those who will remain behind.  How can they use 
scientific data (environmental, evolutionary, and genetic) to ensure continued life on Earth?  What will those 
traveling to relocate need to survive? 
 

This week, students created models of the history of earth as we continue 
with our Mars / Earth Project.  We will begin working on how to use 
resources effectively and efficiently and how the number of animals going 
extinct reflect the climate and our resources. 

 



 

 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We are making our final revisions on our realistic fiction 
essays this week. The revised printed copy is due Thursday, February 
16th. 
We are having a publishing party where student will get a chance to read 
excerpts from their realistic fiction short stories to the class.  We will be 
doing a pre-assessment test for our new unit on Friday, Writing About 
Reading. Students will be intensifying their engagement with reading by 
writing innovative, reflective companion books that explain, develop, and 
extend ideas about books they love. 
 
     8th Grade: We will be taking a break from our Investigative Journalism 
unit for three weeks to study Literary Essays, analyzing their craft and 
theme. We will once again return to Investigative Journalism after this unit 
(approximately three weeks). The reason for this break is so we can work 
in conjunction with the  Tamalpais High School Journalism Department. 
This is something we haven’t done before and I’m sure the students will 
find it exciting and extremely informative as well.  I will keep you posted on 
the dates. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
Please make sure all textbooks return to school.  We still have 
missing textbooks. 

 
7th Grade:  We learned about the warrior class of Medieval 
Japan, the Samurai.  These highly educated warriors were the 
main source of control for the daimyos and occasional 
Shogun.  When we come back from the break, we will learn 
more about how this system of Japanese feudalism mirrors 
and differed from European feudalism. 



 
8th Grade :  This week we have begun highlighting the social, 
political, and economic differences of the North and South just 
prior to the Civil War, and how these differences affected the 
outcome of the war.  We also watched a short documentary 
about the new technology -- railroads, minie ball, and cutting 
edge medical practices -- used in the Civil War. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
Word problems. 
For many that is a statement that immediately brings up bad memories. This 
week, we began the process of working through and systematizing an approach 
that can help solve word problems: the 5D approach (describe, define, do, decide, 
declare). We end the week on finding the length of the Robin Williams Tunnel 
(also known as the rainbow tunnel) starting with only two bits of information: I 
was going 50 miles per hour, and I got through the tunnel in 13.2 seconds.3 
 
 
 
8th grade: 
Eighth graders used graphing as a tool to make predictions.  First by playing 
basketball or tossing ping pong balls in a cup (during the rain), and recording 
information. We also examined part of a video of the world record for free 
throws in one minute, and were able to graph the given information and expand 
to estimate the world record almost exactly. We will be finishing up the unit 
early next week. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


